
  

  

Learning Outcomes 

Levels (2 of 3) 

Overview 

One of the most common 
reasons for modules to be 
referred for further 
development is that their 
learning outcomes are not 
appropriate for the level of 
study, especially between 
level H and M.  

Credit level descriptors  

(i) “define the level of 

challenge, complexity, and 

autonomy expected of a 

learner” (SEEC: 1) 

(ii) provide a “statement of the 

generic characteristics of 

outcomes of learning at 

specific levels” (QAA: 1-2) 

(iii) should be a starting point 

in regards to the creation of 

learning outcomes 

on successful completion of a 

unit, module or programme of 

study. 

 

Levels  

L4: 1st year Undergraduate 

(eg. CertHE, HNC) 

L5: 2nd year Undergraduate 

(eg. DipHE, DipHE) 

L6: 3rd year Undergraduate 

(eg. BA/BSc Hons, PGCE) 

L7: Masters 

(eg. MPhil, MLitt, MRes, MA, 

MSc, MB ChB, PGDips) 

L8: Doctoral  

(eg. PhD/DPhil, EdD, DBA, 

DClinPsy) 

 

Generic Level Guidance 

FHEQ and SEEC Credit Level Descriptors for Further and Higher Education 
provide starting guidance for each level of study. It is argued that level 
progression is "characterised by two important related factors:  

 the autonomy of the learner 
 the increasing responsibility that is expected of the learner in the 

guidance given and the tasks set" (SEEC, 2003) 

SEEC descriptors are grouped into five parts: settings, knowledge and 
understanding, cognitive skills, performance and practice and personal and 
enabling skills. With all these generic types of guidance you need to 
translate them into the language of your subject. 

The SEEC Level 4 (1st Year Undergraduate) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviations 

FHEQ: The Framework for 

Higher Education 

Qualifications of Degree-

Awarding Bodies in England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland 

SEEC: A consortium of 

universities and HE providers 

working together to advance 

the use and practice of 

academic credit, widening 

access to learning. 

Levels  

L4: 1st year Undergraduate 

(eg. CertHE, HNC) 

L5: 2nd year Undergraduate 

(eg. DipHE, DipHE) 

L6: 3rd year Undergraduate 

(eg. BA/BSc Hons, PGCE) 

L7: Masters 

(eg. MPhil, MLitt, MRes, MA, 

MSc, MB ChB, PGDips) 

L8: Doctoral  

(eg. PhD/DPhil, EdD, DBA, 

DClinPsy) 
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