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A review of literature about
dis�gurement, the body and clothing and
accessories
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What is it about?
This article reviews literature on dis�gurement, the body and dress in order to better 
understand the relationship between dress—including mainstream clothing 
(“fashion”), clinical clothing (such as pressure garments, prescribed glasses, and 
prescribed footwear), and accessories—and its social and symbolic status for 
individuals living with a visible di�erence.

Why is it important?
Our focus on dis�gurement, the body and dress  could help to broaden and 
invigorate existing �elds of inquiry at the intersection of social, health, and cultural 
geographies. In concluding, we highlight thematic directions for future study, 
including exploring the spaces and places in which decisions relating to 
dis�gurement and dress are made, and the complex processes of negotiating 
marginalisation by those with a dis�gurement.
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Having worked for many years with children whose bodies are visibility di�erent as a 
result of trauma, surgery, genetic and other conditions and disability, examine how 
clothing (both clinical and fashion) and accessories can impact on the sense of self is 
interesting.
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