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A Welcome from the Team 
Ben Ferris, Head of  Law School Training and Development,

Nicola Rees, Deputy Head of  Law School Training and Development and 

Matthew Roden, Deputy Head of Law School Training and Development 

Whatever your interest, we hope you find 

something that sparks your own imagination. 

Each poster not only highlights the academic 

rigour and pedagogical innovation of our 

tutors but also their dedication to making a 

tangible difference to the lives of their 

students and the broader community. These 

tutors were asked to present on the basis of 

the impact we know they have in the 

classroom, and we are proud to present this 

compendium as a testament to their hard 

work and as an inspiration for future 

educational endeavours.

We hope you find this collection as 

enlightening and inspiring as we do.

Ben, Nicola and Matt.

Welcome to BPP Law School's 2024 

Compendium of Impactful Practice, a 

celebration of the exceptional contributions 

made by our dedicated tutors, presented as a 

series of academic posters. This collection 

showcases the innovative and impactful work 

presented at the BPP Law School 

Conference in August 2024. Each poster 

encapsulates the expertise, creativity and 

commitment of our tutors, who continually 

strive to enhance the academic and 

professional development of our students.

Our tutors – themselves current and former 

practitioners – are at the forefront of legal 

education, addressing critical issues and 

pioneering new approaches to teaching and 

learning. From exploring effective teaching 

strategies to fostering inclusivity in the 

classroom, their work reflects a deep 

commitment to creating inclusive and 

supportive learning environments.

This compendium features a diverse range of 

topics, from improving student engagement, 

through to stretching and challenging 

students to achieve their full potential and 

embedding well-being into what we do. 
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Team Biographies
Alison Adams is a Senior Lecturer at BPP and has worked as a tutor within the law school for nearly 15 years. Alison joined BPP from the 

private client department of a regional firm and during her time at BPP has taught several different subjects, and a range of professional 

skills, across multiple programmes.  Alison previously worked within BPP as a Programme and Module Leader but is now Lead Tutor for 

the Wills & Administration of Estates module, which she is currently teaching on the SQE programme. Alison is an enthusiastic tutor who 

loves teaching and is committed to helping students achieve their potential. WAE is Alison’s favourite subject, and she enjoys convincing 

students that, although they might not have realised it, WAE is also their favourite subject.  When not teaching or reading online forums 

about technical points of trusts law, Alison can be found enjoying a book, experimenting with different types of headstand, or spending time 

with one of her (too many) cats. Alison Adams alisonadams1@bpp.com

Susie Allen. Before becoming a tutor for BPP, I played a long game of academic and vocational pinball. My undergraduate degree was in 

languages. I converted to law (via an art history course) and qualified as a solicitor in 2007.  I practised in employment law on and off for 

12 years – the “off” period being another round of pinball in the form of an MA in contemporary art and curating -before joining BPP as a 

tutor in 2019. My final round of pinball was a return to practice in 2022. I realised I am not very good at pinball though - and I really missed 

my colleagues – so I returned to BPP last September.  I mainly teach tort, land and employment.  I have been a lot more involved with 

apprentices recently.  Whilst I was initially apprehensive about the additional responsibilities and purely teaching online, I recognise that it 

has challenged me for the benefit of my practice. Susie Allen susieallen@bpp.com

Julio-Cesar Betancourt qualified as a lawyer in 2001. He holds a bachelor’s degree in law, a master’s degree in international business 

law, and a joint PhD in private law. He is currently the Lead Tutor in International Dispute Resolution and Arbitration at BPP. Julio-Cesar 

spent most of his legal career as an in house-counsel to an international joint venture between one of the largest transportation 

companies in Latin America and one of the world’s oldest ocean carriers, serving clients such as Procter & Gamble, McDonald’s, Pirelli, 

Johnson & Johnson, among others. He has been awarded two merit awards for his work as a commercial lawyer. He has held visiting 

positions ꟷ whether as an academic, guest speaker or researcher ꟷ at several universities, these include King’s College London, Queen 

Mary University of London, the Royal University Institute for European Studies, and the University of Salamanca. He has authored, 

edited, and co-edited several publications in the field of alternative dispute resolution, negotiation, mediation, and international arbitration. 

Prior to joining BPP, Julio-Cesar was a Junior Academic Visitor at the Commercial Law Centre, Harris Manchester College, University of 

Oxford. He was also the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators’ Head of Research and Academic Affairs. Julio-Cesar 

Betancourt juliocesarbetancourt@bpp.com

Louise Bold. I’ve taught at BPP for almost 19 years. I used to get mistaken for a student when I first arrived, sadly, no longer! I’ve taught 

Property law and practice, debt finance, solicitors accounts and skills on the LPC and SQE and I currently teach the Consortium students 

debt finance on their bespoke Plus Programme. Having been part of the old LPC training team for many years I’m a firm believer in 

making my teaching student-centred - it can be hard work but it’s worth it to improve the students’ understanding, retention and 

engagement. Louise Bold louisebold@bpp.com

Ed Broadhurst. I trained with a regional firm in the West Midlands, qualifying into the Commercial Property department, which was my last 

and favourite seat. The pull of London became too hard to resist, so I made the move as an NQ to work initially in local government for a 

couple of years before transferring back to private practice.  My last 'post' was senior solicitor for a firm whose clients were local 

authorities, and again my focus was commercial property. In my spare time I love to hike long distance paths.  I’ve been trying to learn 

piano from YouTube for years. Ed Broadhurst edwardbroadhurst@bpp.com

Trisha Cripps. I graduated from the University of Durham with a Law degree and completed the Legal Practice Course at the College 

of Law, York in 1996 and my interest in teaching began during my time as a student on the Legal Practice Course.  I nevertheless went 

onto qualify as a solicitor in 1999 and then transitioned to a career in teaching in 2006, when I first joined BPP Manchester as a 

freelance tutor.  I have been a permanent member of the teaching team since 2007, teaching across various programmes including 

LApps and SQE2, but my focus has always been Contract Law, which I originally taught on the Graduate Diploma in Law programme 

and continue to teach now on the Law Conversion Course.  My role at BPP is varied, but teaching has always been my first love and 

continues to be the part of the job I enjoy the most! Trisha Cripps trishacripps@bpp.com

Jane Hillmen. I have been a law tutor at BPP for 25 years, having qualified as a solicitor back in the mists of time and spending about 

10 years in practice in London and the Southeast as a Disputes Resolution lawyer (we called it Civil Litigation then). At BPP my main 

‘home’ was in the LPC team, now SQE and City Consortium Plus Programme teams. I have also been involved with numerous other 

projects, modules and programmes over the years including being a module leader for Interviewing and Advising for a long time (too 

long) and a member of the former LPC Training Team. I have loved the fact that there is always something different to get involved with 

in this job and so many possibilities for personal development. It relevant the opportunity to become qualified in teaching with a PGCE 

and a Fellow of the HEA through Headway. I like creating material, so being on the design team was great and, having been out of 

practice for a long time now, it’s brilliant to work with the firms in developing current content which is relevant to students’ future 

practice. Jane Hillmen janehillmen@bpp.com
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Team Biographies
Maeve Hosier. I am a tutor in law at the BPP Law School and I currently teach Public Law on the LCC programme.  I also supervise 

students on our LLM programme. I am an academic lawyer, and I also work as legal research consultant (on a part-time basis).  My 

research interests include Lawyers’ Regulation, EU Law, Public Law, Criminology, Human Rights, University Rankings and AI.  I have 

published widely, both in academic journals and the general media. My research, including my work on the Regulation of the Legal 

Profession, has had a demonstrable impact on policy in several jurisdictions.  In my capacity as a legal researcher, I have assisted the 

United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). I’m currently working on a case analysis of 

McDonald’s Corporation v Steel & Morris [1997] EWHC 366 (QB) which is focusing on the Article 6 aspects of the case. Maeve

Hosier maevehosier1@bpp.com

Naoimh Hughes. Naoimh joined BPP Law School in November 2023 and teaches Criminal Law and Practice on the SQE1 programme 

in London. She is a qualified Duty Solicitor with over 13 years’ experience in the field of Criminal Defence and holds a degree in Law 

with Spanish from the Queen’s University of Belfast. Prior to qualifying as a solicitor, she worked with domestic and international 

human rights organisations, including the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Geneva), Front Line 

Defenders (Dublin) and the Bar Human Rights Committee of England & Wales (London). Naoimh Hughes naoimhhughes@bpp.com

Michael Joshua. Michael's impressive background spans both legal practice and higher education. As a Fellow of the Higher 

Education Academy, he brings over 5 years of experience to his role as a law tutor at Holborn. His teaching portfolio includes property 

law and practice, debt finance, and skills sets such as solicitors accounts, interviewing and advising, employability, and preparation for 

practice workshops. Michael has been involved in various programs, including the SQE, CCP, Accelerated LPC, Fast Track LPC, and 

FTC. His extensive private practice experience as a Solicitor/Partner Head of Real Estate at firms like Gunnercooke, GRM 

Greenwoods, Allen & Overy, and Norton Rose Fulbright has equipped him to train legal trainees paralegals and clients. Additionally, he 

has contributed to recruitment panels and served as a committee member for charities. Michael Joshua michaeljoshua@bpp.com

Hannah Machin. I am a Senior Lecturer in the Leeds Law School mainly teaching Trusts Law (LCC) and Wills and the Administration 

of Estates (SQE).  My background is in corporate firms practising pensions.  I have been at BPP since 2017 and have taught across 

the LCC, LLB, LApps and SQE1&2 in Leeds, Manchester and online as well as supervising LLM projects and a stint as a Centre 

Programme Leader (LCC). Inspired by my experiences as a Programme Leader and the (highly recommended) mental health first aid 

course, together with observations of increasing learner anxiety, my recent focus has been on pastoral and wellbeing support and 

ways in which I can integrate this into my teaching practice. Outside work my interests used to mainly involve watching sport of any 

kind (in particular cricket) but now include trains, jigsaws and Julia Donaldson. Hannah Machin hannahmachin@bpp.com

Tamsyn O’Connor. Tamsyn joined BPP in September 2019, lecturing on the Civil Litigation course of the Dispute Resolution and 

crossed to the SQE teaching the first pilot of Dispute Resolution, and has taught on it ever since as one of the CCP lecturers. Tamsyn 

is also a portrait artist working on private commissions and is a member of Skylark Galleries on the Southbank. Tamsyn

O’Connor tamsynoconnor@bpp.com

John Reynolds. John is a Senior Lecturer at BPP Waterloo.  He currently takes Company Law and Land Law workshops on the LCC 

Programme.  He has wide experience teaching other modules and has taught on the full range of programmes.  Prior to joining BPP in 

2015, John practised as a solicitor, acting on a diverse range of international and national matters, contentious and non-contentious.  

He trained at a City firm and subsequently worked at a large national firm (commercial and insolvency litigation) and at a US firm 

(international litigation and product liability).  His experience includes arbitrations and mediations.  His main legal interest is corporate 

disputes and insolvency, though that cannot keep him from indulging in tennis and DIY where time permits. John 

Reynolds  johnreynolds@bpp.com

Alison Sherrington. Alison has been teaching at BPP Law School for 5 years. She initially taught the LPC and is currently a tutor in 

Holborn on the City Consortium Plus Programme and SQE 2. Alison is an ex-commercial litigation solicitor and specialises in 

Commercial Dispute Resolution, Advocacy and Legal Drafting.  Alison has obtained a PGCLT at BPP and has become a Fellow of the 

Higher Education Academy.  Alison is interested in diversity and in creating inclusive spaces in the classroom. Alison

Sherrington alisonsherrington@bpp.com

Laura Shuttleworth. I am a qualified solicitor and prior to joining BPP, I practiced employment law in the public and private sectors for 

almost two decades.  I also held practising and non-practising, operational and strategic roles whilst working in the public sector. I 

joined BPP as a tutor in Manchester in January 2023, seeking a new challenge and an opportunity to make a difference to those 

starting out on their careers in the law.  Having become involved in the delivery of SQE2 courses early in my time at BPP, I quickly 

realised that I enjoyed focusing on supporting the development of professional skills: equipping students in a very practical way for 

their future as legal practitioners. In November 2024, I was appointed SQE2 Award Leader.  My roles involves overseeing the end-to-

end student journey for SQE2, as one part of BPP’s suite of SQE programmes. I enjoy using my skills and experience in this role; 

working closely with colleagues across the business to deliver the best possible learning experience.  I also enjoy the opportunity to get 

into the classroom to develop my teaching. Outside of work, I like to spend my time with friends and family and take long walks with my 

spaniels. Laura Shuttleworth. laurashuttleworth@bpp.com
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Endnote

Compendium Team Biographies

Associate Professor Alexander I. Griffiths, PhD, EdD, FRSA

Alex is an Educational Social Scientist based at BPP University, UK, where he is Associate Professor of Academic Leadership and Director of Academic 

Governance & University Proctor. Initially training as a research psychologist in the areas of Social, Cognitive, and Developmental Psychology at the Universities 

of St Andrews (MA, PhD) and Cambridge (MPhil), he then went on to hold various posts that included teaching, research, professional leadership roles relating to 

educational quality and governance, as well as leadership roles developing and supporting the student experience at the Universities of St Andrews, Stirling, and 

now BPP University. Whilst working in these leadership roles, Alex completed a Professional Doctorate in Education (EdD) at the University of Glasgow where he 

fostered his current research interests that focus on exploring the debate on what the nature, role, and purpose of 'the University' is, and the effect this has on 

both on those who study and work there, but also broader society. Key debates in Alex's work centre on exploring concerns in relation to the labour conditions of 

university staff; reflecting on governmental and societal expectations of universities and the challenges this poses for the sector; and, developing solutions to 

support the professional practices of higher educators by influencing educational leaders and policy makers to use research-informed decisions in their approach 

to changing and reforming educational systems and institutions.

Editorial Team:

Professor Dawne Irving-Bell, PhD

Dawne is a Professor of Learning and Teaching. With experience working in secondary, further, and Higher Education settings Dawne is passionate about 

inspiring students, enabling them to achieve their full potential. Dedicated to raising the profile of Scholarship, and passionate about creating opportunities for 

others, Dawne established The National Teaching Repository, is a NTF, PFHEA, holds a Collaborative Award for Teaching Excellence, and received a National 

Award presented at the IET in recognition of her outstanding contribution to Teacher Education.

Ben Ferris

Ben qualified as a solicitor in 2001, practising IP and IT law for 5 years before moving into teaching, where he developed a passion for the classroom experience, 

watching students' confidence grow and supporting and mentoring those new to teaching. Since 2019 Ben has held the position of Head of Training & 

Development at BPP Law School where he oversees the pedagogical and technical training of all faculty. His overarching philosophy is that teaching well is 

fundamentally a simple exercise...be professional, care about your students and be authentic. That's not always easy to do, but it is simple! Ben 

Ferris benferris@bpp.com

Nicola Rees 

Nicola has worked at BPP for 7 years. During that time, she has taught on the LPC, worked as part of the LPC Programme team and since July 2021 has been 

the Deputy Head of Law School Training and Development. Nicola has a particular interest in the transition from legal professional to academic life and supporting 

tutors as they follow that journey. She also hosts the Law School Scholarship Book Club, where tutors meet to discuss a piece of educational theory or literature 

and consider how they might use it in their teaching practice. When she is not at work Nicola can usually be found in her garden or chasing her 4-year-old son 

around (sometimes at the same time!). Nicola Rees nicolarees@bpp.com
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Matt Roden

Matt initially joined BPP in June 2015 as a Law School Tutor in the Birmingham centre. Due to his practice background, he primarily taught on corporate law 

and business-related modules on the Legal Practice Course (‘LPC’). He then took on the role of a Module Leader on the LPC and later became a local Law 

School Training Manager for the Birmingham centre. Since February 2023, Matt has held the position of Deputy Head of Law School Training and 

Development. He is primarily focussed on addressing any tutor, coach or apprenticeship advisor development needs on the Legal Apprenticeship programmes. 

He also organises the quality and observation processes for that same programme. Matt Roden matthewroden@bpp.com
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