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475 brings King’s 
history to life with 
brilliant production 
and performances

King’s Seniors & Sixth Form

Awesome Origami!

Witchborn author 
enchants pupil audience
FORMER PUPIL NICK BOWLING (OKS 2003) made a welcome return to 
King’s to share the success of his new book: Witchborn. 

Nick is an author, stand-up comic, musician and Latin teacher who now 
lives in London. After King’s, he studied Classics and English at Oxford 
University, graduating in 2007. Nick went on to complete a Masters in 
Greek and Latin Language and Literature in 2010. Following his graduation 
from Oxford, Nick taught at Trinity School, Croydon. 

Witchborn is Nick’s debut novel; it took him five years to perfect, including 
several rewrites – the book was launched in late 2017. 

During his visit to King’s he spoke to our Senior School pupils, sharing with 
them an insight into his creative thought process whilst writing. This was 
followed by an exclusive book signing session, where pupils were able to 
purchase a signed copy of Witchborn. 

The day included a tour around the school and an opportunity to meet 
teachers who remembered Nick, before Nick hosted a writing workshop on 
historical fiction for pupils in the library.

OUR RECENT 475 PRODUCTION was 
commissioned to mark the 475th year of 
the opening of The King’s School. The play 
was written by Helen Newall and the music 
composed by Chester’s own Matt Baker. The play 

involved all of Removes pupils with a core group taking the lead 
with the main parts. 

Luke Williams (RmMW) gave a sterling performance as the King, 
supported brilliantly by Eric Hughes (RmMW) as Master and 
Annabel (RmGS) and Maya Swift (RmGS) as the Mistresses. 
A talented cast played a host of characters taken from moments 
in the history of growing King’s from its opening by Henry VIII 
in 1541 to its eventual relocation to Wrexham Road. The original 
score helped to bring the story alive and was sung beautifully by 
all pupils in Removes. Highlights included songs celebrating the 
introduction of girls and how important Latin studies were! The 
production concluded with a rousing anthem ‘History’ with the 
moving lyrics:

“History is a song of courage, history is a bell to be rung. 
And for those who would strive for their dreams and their 
honour. History is a song that should always be sung!”

ALONG WITH MANY CLUBS AND SOCIETIES offered at King’s, the Origami 
Club has proved very popular, particularly among Year 8 boys. 

Edward Dawson (SHWER), Christian Pain (SHGLA), Jack Morgan (SHGLA) 
and Kieran Sutch (SHGRO) have been regular members of the Club. Led 
by our Maths teacher, Mrs Ignata, the Origami Club has not only helped 
students develop problem solving, logical thinking and spatial perception 
skills, but also helped them to appreciate concepts of geometry and 
fractions in a tactile, fun way.
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